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to NIS 9,200 per month for medical laboratory workers and nurses and pa-
ra-medicals. The range of the median salaries earned by women in occupa-
tions dominated by men is from NIS 5,000 per month for policewomen, fire-
women and prison workers to NIS 12,900 per month for practical engineers
and computer technicians.

Men, too, earn more if they are employed in "male" occupations. The range
of the median salaries earned by men in "female" occupations runs from NIS
5,100 per month for cleaning, laundry and kitchen workers to NIS 11,000 per
month for book-keepers. The range of the median salaries earned by men in
"male" occupations runs from NIS 5,500 per month for policemen, firemen
and prison workers to NIS 18,900 per month for engineers and architects.

Examining the literature for explanations for the phenomenon of occupation-
al segregation, the authors point out that there is a close association be-
tween the division of labor in the home (unpaid work) and that in the labor
market (paid work). This association is part of the explanation for the stub-
born persistence of gender segregation in the labor market. Gender stereo-
types affect the course of study chosen by both men and women, as well as
their choice of occupation. That is, the division of labor in the home is partly
responsible for the occupational segregation found in the labor market. In
addition, occupational segregation is anchored in employment norms that
developed during the period in which men constituted the vast majority of
salaried persons.
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The study Occupational Segregation and Gender Pay Gaps was
conducted in the framework of the project Equal Pay: Equalizing Wages
in Israel's Workforce, funded by the European Union. This is a joint
venture of the Israel Women's Network, Shatil, Adva Center, and the
Equal Opportunities in Employment Commission of the Israel Ministry
of the Economy. The project works to abolish gender pay gaps through
research, pay analysis, and the development of knowledge and tools
for narrowing pay gaps in both the private and the public sectors. It also
works to raise public awareness of the problem of gender pay gaps and
to convince decision makers to work for change.

The study was produced with the assistance of the European Union
(http://europa.eu/index_en.htm).

The sole responsibility for its contents rests with the project partners
and should in no way be construed as reflecting the positions of the
European Union.
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This study, based on data from Israel's most recent Census, found that the
labor market in Israel, like those in other parts of the world, is characterized
by occupational segregation: women and men are concentrated in different
occupations.

And that is not all: women are concentrated in fewer occupations than men.
In 2008, approximately 60 percent of Israeli women were employed in no
more than ten occupations, and the majority was to be found in teaching,
administration and caring work. That is, one out of every three women was a
teacher, a care worker or a secretarial worker. In contrast, 42 percent of men
were employed in the ten most common jobs for men.

Another finding was that women earn less than men in all occupations,
whether they are employed in the ten most common jobs for women orin the
ten most common jobs for men.

At the same time, women employed in occupations dominated by men earn
more than women employed in occupations dominated by women. The range
of the median salaries earned by women in occupations dominated by wom-
en is from NIS 4,300 per month for cleaning, laundry and kitchen workers
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